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The almost successful genocide of the Jewish people by the Germans 
under Hitler was not something out of the blue. It had roots, some- 
times deep and sometimes visible on the surface, in Western Europ- 


ean culture, argues J.L. TALMON, Professor of Modern General 


History at the Hebrew University, in the following 
paper read yesterday at a Yad Vashem symposium — 
on the Holocaust and the Re-birth of Israel. 


sible at the hands of the Nazis 
and their helpers. I myself heard 
Chaim Weizmann’s sombre pre- 
diction at the beginning of the 
hostilities that “in this war, we 
shall lose a million Jews." Ze'ev 
Jabotinsky, some time before the 
outbreak of the war, sounded 
tho warning that the Jews of 
Central and Eastern Europe must 
soon expect a St. Bartholomew's 
Night. Yet no one thought, or 
could have thought, of an Au- 
schwitz, 


Are we dealing here with o 
regression to the most primitive 
barbarism ur with the nihilism 
of a Inter, sophisticated gzonera- 
tion? With the outbreak of 
sadism or with the rabid frenzy 


of uo perverse ideulism which 
offers release, Weitimacy und 
even glamour to the instineis of 


ugeression and eruelty? What 
made this uprecedonted deviation 
from the norm possible at all? 
The immediate and simple sn- 
νοῦ is, Hider. There in certainly 
no need, ner any reason, to be- 
liltle Hitler's direet responsibility. 
Without him, the deriakn to pra- 
veed with the Final Solution 
would never have been taken, This 
answer is, however, entirely  un- 
satisfactory. Hitler dependud on 
the consent: οὐ ἀπ. wha 
would carry out his | monstrous 
pluns; he needed hundreds, thou- 
sands, perhaps tens ef Chowimnnds 
of agsistunts ut all levels, from 
the most highly-placed, sophisti- 
ented and “well-bred” Intimates 
who participated in the decision 
making, dawn to the lowllest 
apprentice in the arts of homi- 
eide -— the sadistic killer or the 
mindless rubot. 


Without reaction 


The deviation from the tradi- 
lional, the hallowed, the almost 
instinctive norm enshrined in the 
injunetion “Thou shalt not kill" 
-- nor take life without proper 
trial, nor kill the defenccless, nor 
harm the innocent -- was in this 
ease 80 violent and unprecedented 
that it is difficult to grasp how 
even an inuane or hulf-sane fa- 
natie could find it in himself not 
only to conceive such ἃ plan, 
but to deeree that ‘Thou shalt 
kill’ millions, an entire nation, 
without evoking the immediate 
horrified reaction, “Why, you 
must be out of your mind. 

How, we wonder, did he obtain 
the consent and cooperation ΟἹ 
his closest βόε πίον, the com- 
pilance of the iaass of execu- 
tlonera and the iesigned accept- 
ance of the very many who did 
not care or who were unwillln 
to get inte trouble but who a 
knew, fully, partially or dimly, 
what was going on, and chose not 
to ask questions, but to look 
away? 

Even on Oriental deapot in by- 
gone days would have shrual 


he from-commitiing — indeed would 


not have heen able cven to con- 
template — certain actions which 
would constitute an attack on 
established . beliefs, 
tain . taboos, strike β΄ 


violate cer- 
hlew | to 


deep-seated feelinge or ancient 


traditions. In every period in his- 
tory there have been things that 
people “slmply will not accept,” 
come what may; things that are 
so unbearable that {t is better to 
die than be 8 party to them. 
Fear alone cannot explain 
everything, Even the most arbi- 
trary act of en unbridled tyrant 
is In some measure a function 
of the general climate, the spirit 
of the times, the sociai structure, 
the standard of values. For in- 
stance, the interferenca of the 
military with the political pro- 
eesa by overthrowing the govern- 
ment or imposing their will by 
feree on the nation, is utterly in- 
concelyable in England and the 
United States, while it is a datly 
occurrence in Latin America and 
the Third World. In_ this sense 
one enn perhaps speak of a con- 
sensus by silence, of acquiescence 
through indifforence, Botween the 
ruthless tyrant and the silent ma- 
jority there is a quantitative dif- 
ference that gradually expands 
into # qualitative one; this de- 
velopment, however docs not in- 
validate the basic premise, the 
common point of departure. 
Release from awe and regpect, 
the disappearance of inhibitions 


against deviant acts, does not take 
place overnight; it is a protract- 
ed, gradual process of dialectical 
development. However, the tran- 
sition from absence of inhibition 
to the actual commission of acts 
without precedent is not a result 
of structure only, but algo of op- 
portunity, of a state of emer- 
gency giving rise to storms of emo- 
tlon, of a situation in which all 
restraint is jettisoned, of a pe- 
riod of danger and peril which 
give a certoin legitimacy to acts 
and methods required by des- 
perate circumstances where al] 
other methods thave failed. The 
sense of exceptional emergency 
unleashes instincts of violence and 
sweeps away inhibitions imposed 
by institutional framework, by 
sentiment, and by the labyrinthine 
workings of the subconcious mind. 
There is great importance in the 
tools and the techniques which al- 
low such acts to be carried aut 
with speed, efficiency and a mini- 
mum of publicity, for it is essen- 
tial to confront everybody as 
wickly as possible with the fact 
that they have all become, in 
Goebbels’ words, accomplices in a 
crime for which they ean expect 
no exeuse and no pardon. 


Christian, Jewish neuroses 


WE shall try to penctrate the 

“geological,” historical, social, 
ideatogicnl nnd psychological lay- 
ers from which this terrible act 
of Aubris, tho decision on the 
Holocnuat, sprouted forth. The 
question that must be asked is, 
whether the point of departure, 
the core ofthe entire development 
was anti-Semitism, hatred of the 
Jews, and nothing else. Such a 
limited answer does not seem 
adequate to me. Even if we agree 
that antagonism to the Jews 
is an unchanging element, ἃ pri- 
mary factor, continuous and iden- 
tieal from Hellenistic times until 
today, and net merely a clus- 
ter of superstitions that erupt 
from time to time {n waves 
of hostile agitation, in persecu- 
tion and riots — even then we 
shall be obliged to recognize a 
multiplicity of formulations, ex- 
ressions, methods of Implemmenta- 
ion, modes of incitement, types 
of accusation, all dependent 
on place, time, political and s0- 
tla-economic conditions, moral 


f and spiritual values and paycho- 


In short, anti- 
Semitism may be an autonomous, 
or, More exactly, a primary phe- 
nomenon, put in one way or 
another it is a function of ex- 
ternal fuctors. Anti-Semitism is 
part of a wider context. 


The whole pattern of relations 
between Christians and Jews has 
from the heginning been saturat- 
οὐ with neurotic elements, on 


logical factors. 


k both aides, and it could not have 


been atherwise. Neurosis con- 
sists in the compulsive tendency 
ta react disproportionately to sti- 
muli as the result of a shatter- 
ing experience at the dawn of 
_ he birth of Christianity, 


ts central mysterium and all its - 


Bil ORT MAGAZIN: 


most decisive events tle ἐξ in- 
extricably to Judaism. 

Judaism is Christianity's parent, 
but Jews are at the same time 
deicides, the murderers of the 
Messiah, of the Redeemer. Chris- 
tians arc mankind redeemed by 
Jesus, but they are also the new 
Terac]l, the heirs of the olection 
taken away from the old Israel 
because It rejected God's Mes- 
siah and thus God himself. 


Murder within the family, the 
murder of a father or brother 
according to Freud, and murder 
ag a consequence of incest in the 
view of various anthropologists, 
is the cornerstone of every cul- 
ture, every order of values, every 
ethleal system and code of beha- 
viour (vide Cain and Abel, Oedi- 
pus, Romulus and Remus). In- 
stincts of aggression boll up 
to the point of murder; the par- 
ticipants in the act are deepl 
shaken and their fecling of guilt 
gives birth to conscience; mourn- 
ing unites the family or the 
tribe in the cult of the deceased 
relative; anxiety to prevent the 
recurrence of a similar  ¢rime 
gives birth to a system of laws, 
ethics and taboos; the memory 
of the experience ingpires story- 
tellers, poets, and artists. 

How much more true is all 
this of the murder of God. The 
believers of the murdered God 
are full of hatred and craving for 
vengeance against the murderers, 
but they can never forget that 
Jesus, his mother, the apostles and 


“yr lo, the winter is passed, the 
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appear on the earth." (Song of Songs of Solomon), 
Cyclamen at Neve Rakefet, name of the moshav shitufi at Neve 


the apostolic community sprang 
from the nation of the murderers. 
They cannot forget that the Old 
Testament and everything in it, 
the idea of election and the pro- 
pheey of the saviour who shall 
come at the end of the days, is the 
pre-history, the preparation of 
Christianity, its scedbed, a pre- 
paratory atage of the true faith 
that could not be skipped. Gra- 
titude acts as a brake upon 
hatred, but gratitude is stifled 
by hostility. 

We shall ignore the background 
of Hellenistle anti-Semitism, the 
hatred of a strange, alien peo- 
ple, avoiding contact with all 
other peoples and exalting itself 
in tha belief of its uniqueness 
and election, a nation of ‘mankind 
haters.” We shall also ignore the 
influence of these sentiments on 
the final rupture between Chris- 
tians and Jews, on the formation 
of Christian anti-Semitism and 
on its adoption of philosophical, 
ethical, social and other anti- 
Jewish arguments. The peculiar 
neurosig referred to above is 
wholly due to the origina) dichot- 
omy contained in the affinity of 
Christianity to Judaism. It be- 
comes viafhle not only in homi- 
eldal hostility and in the urga to 
persecute, but also in manifes- 
tationa of a strikingly sympathe- 
tic attitude, for example, towards 
Zionism in its early da: jn the 
first years after the Holocanat 
and in the period of the establish- 
ment of the State of Isrnel. This 
attitude stems from feelings οὗ 
remorse, duty, and shame. In 
other words, the feelings of gen- 
tiles towards Jews are marked 
by an absence of balance, impar- 
tiality and ease. They gravitate 
betweon ppposite poles. Amos Oz 
succeeded beautifully in deserib- 
ing the Christian's reaction to 
the Jew as the cxpression of the 
worst and the best in him. 


Enter the barbarians 


The encounter belweon_ the 
Jews and the Germanic and Slavic 
tribes in the centurics following 
the demise of the Roman Empire 
added complications to this neu- 
rosis. The new masters, ignorant 
uncivilized barbarians, were con- 
fronted by a people of nnelent 
culture, incomparably higher than 
theirs, a Beaple with o strange 
falth, mentality and customs, αὶ 
race shrouded in mystery and a 
people descended from those who 
killed God. 

At first sight, these pcople 
were weak and helpless, but at 
the same time astonishingly re- 
sourceful, vitel and tenacious. In 
the eyes of the Church, they were 
& permanent reproach and chal- 
lenge because of their refusal to 
acknowledge the Saviour and the 
fact that they were no longer the 
chosen people. Despised and out- 
enst, they were, however, neither 
pagans nor infidels. One could 
and should persecute them, but 
it was forbidden to kill them, be- 
cause with the sign of Cain on 
their foreheads they were living 
proof of the Church's victory 
and Israel’s forfeiture of elec- 
tion, and therefore of the truth 
of Christianity. Qutcasta, they do 
not belong anywhere; “they can- 
not enter the congregation of the 
Lord"; the warrior class is closed 
to them; they are not permitted 
to join the guilds of artisans 
and merchante; they are not 
found among peasants or serfs; 
their busincsa dealings are not 
considered legitimate by the gad- 

(Continued on next page) 
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Wo offer you a variety of aparimenia 
4-room fiala, combining convenience 
standard of functional design. 

Offices: 1 Rehovy Wealshkin { 


Tal ephone -- 03 = 759205 


Cleaning and Repair of Carpets 
6 Rehov 54, Jaffa, Tel. 824120, 


— Experta in cleaning and repalring carpete 
— iconsed damage assessors 
— Wall-to-wall carpet laying 


Quick eervica; collection and delivery 


ULPAN AKIVA 
NETANYA 


Internations! Hebrew 8 
Centre uty, 


SMITH- 
CORONA 


ELECTRIC 
PORTABLES 


Intensive residential Hebrew courses 
Tourists, Immigrants and 


|. 8 Week Hebrew Course 


Vey Ria 


Ἃ 6 study hours a day 
μὰ New instruction techniques 
x 


BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY 
- GRADUATE SCHOOL 


Small classes 
Hxtra-curricular activities 


and other models; 
also available 
DUTY-FREE 

DISTRIBUTOR : 

HASHIOHLUL LID. 


40 Rehov Yafo, Jerusalem, 
Tel. (02) 284563 


Announces that registration for the graduate programme in | 


᾿ TRANSLATION 


will continue until April 30, 1973. 


students. 


Intornational Hebrew Study Centre, 
Havatzolet Husharon, Tel. 0553-24506. 


i i Ene 


DOG GROOMING 


For details contact the Graduate School, 


"Ὡ---ρ---͵. 


Changing 7 


ΠΗΤΕΠΙΙΕΣΕΙ 


"“.τ- ὁ 


THE HADASSAH 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


JERUSALEM 


JUST ARRIVED 1000 BRANDNEW RECORDS ! 


‘1L10,90 : 


Largest selection of 
4 POP — UNDERGROUND --- JAZZ — OLASSIC 
© CASSETTES made in Israel and abroad — CARTRIDGES 


RADIO-UNION e 11 REHOV DIZENGOFF 


TEL AVIV © ‘Tol. 248596 


Purchase DUTY FREE all your appliances 


s:- anything and everything for your housdh ‘peduced prices. 
i No fussing... πο fooling... πὸ fres ges re trips. "Wa 
don’t promise you “ple in the exy," Sut we do giva you a. 


60 Lirot REDUCTION 


ON ANY MAJOR APPLIANCE, LOOAL OB IMPORTED, | 
IN ADDITION WE GIVE: YOU REDUCTIONS ON ALL - 
PURCHASES, LARGE OR SMALL AT 


Olim Trading Company.’ 


ΕἸ Al Bollding, 3% Rekoy Bem Yehuda, Yel Aviv, Gih flecr,” 
* ‘multe 620-821, ol. rot pile my 

daily: ὦ am. to & 9.2. non -atop, 
ureday: 9.4m. to 7 p.m. non slop. 


AND CULTUBE 


Announces Registration for the 1973/74 
school year in the following departments: 


COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
- SCIENTIFIC PHOTOGRAPHY 
᾿ For the-degree of = romp 
rf Practical enginecr (“Handeszsai") and technician 


and in cooperation with the MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
for the. departments of 


ΜΝ LABORATORY TECHNICIANS 
᾿ MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SECRETARIES 
τὸ MEDICAL RECORDS LIBRARIANS : 
Duration of Studies: 2 years” 
. Entrance Requirements: Matriculation Certificate, Personal Interview 


- Scholarships are available for outstanding students in thelr second year of studies 
: posse ape the’ National Institute for Technological ‘Training sre available in the 
ae τ δὲ Technology, Blectrontes and Sclentific Photography departments. Σ 
τῶι Bel oder ening courses for Laboratory Technicians and Medics! 


Information sid Régis 
‘daily from 10,06 a.m. a P: 


ΦΈΡΕ hs λυ ἐδ : Ἶ 
© Coliege Ofte, 37 Rohov Hanevitm, δεξτβαίαπι, 
‘Tel. 224391. o 37%. Rehov 


fully δόξει 
5 eS andl student. 


us to the task, is Dr. 
τς Kaufman), 
Steel ἦ Jerusalem, who has 
this year’s Israe] Prize 


experience in 
ΤῸ of the Medltertern, 


work ten In Arabic {in 
from Studlo 1p 
with a high Halevi, post-philosopher of 


aiden Age In Spain, the treatise 
Square) NET ‘ANY A as Ga γττ οὶ 


MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION AND Οἱ 


ded as one of the major 
In Jewish thought, It compet- Sa'adia Gion's 
wh Maimonides’ “Guide for the 
" for preeminence among 
πιὰ Great Books of Its genre. und the “Gull 
Hence it surposses the “Gulde,” of the Ibn 
it arliculated the Jewlsh res- 
fe to the challenge of an entire 
4 nther than the prohings of 
“πε δεῖ 8] elite, It recelved new 
pads in the last century with had lacked. 


Il. 3 Week Spoken Hebrew For Begines 


David Luzzato (1800- 
#3) wag a scion of an [ilus- 
FS Italian Jewish family that 
ἀνα in Jewish scholarship 
fille life from the 16th cen- 
ἢ Dvir bas now brought out 2 
ftiltion of his commentnry on 
Fa with an Introduction by Dr. 
Umberto Nachon. 


OPENING : APRIL 24, 1973 


Residents of Netanya and vicinity are accepted 88 at 


Particulars and Rogistration, Ulpan Akiva, Netanys, (he Is commonly knuwn 


ΜῈ setonym) was un Orthorlox 
ἡ basically traditional Jew- 
wholr, Ha held fnst to the 
the Sinaltic ravelatiun of 
ode! the future, dompised ous Cane th tea ot ὅς 
ture, ad beth puar ᾿ οι 

le and the modern Kuro- τὰ πρόμος pry 

ἐν: long, and was hoatlle to 
Py Philosophy. He aaw him- 
8 the guardian of Judnaium 
tt lhe ratlonallatic approuch of 
ury German Jewish acholar- 


& -- ἢ, Loos: ε Ὄ 
Now In Jerusal 1%, ὦ & guyind kin, IT PAYS 
Bar-linn University, Ramat Gan. ALL BREEDS — : εν % 7™ pow ὡς es ADVERTISE N 
AMERIOAN SYSTEM Hl ¢o,° 7 po ὃ 
Call sfternoonm or ovenings . Soy, > > 
Tel. S072 = 


MINISTRY OF LABOUE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 


THE NATIONAL INGTITUTE FE 
TECHNOLOGICAL TRAINING . 


Was generally vitriolic in 

8 He used his knowl- 
Semitic languages in 
Made textual emcn- 


ch — he had a theory 


‘ISRAELS CRISIS 
4 Documentary History 


taj Ἂς 


' 
chargs of ἀν ἀ! 
lynamite planted under 
it propaganda, - - 


f the most cele- 


into modern He- 
asible to 


9 devoted four 
= Yehudah 
an 86- 


Dvir. 536 pp. 


) in 1140 by Rabbl 


of a diniogue 


i the King of the Khazars 
scholar — a legen- 
based on a historical 
τς samely, the conversion of 
far to Judalem δὲ the end of 
gh century. The first Hebrew 
tim was completed some 30 
by Yehuda Ibn Tibbon, 
rained the only Hebrew text 
εἶν᾿ in 1980, Rabb! Mordechai Ge- 
αὶ Doal Break published a ver- 
watalning Ibn Tibbon’s trans- 
and, on the parallel pages, 
@m paraphrasing in modern 


lated the: 


. Faet and -Fantasy in Palestine 
ὴ by Samuel Katz 


Bole distributors” 


Hebrew from 


ἜΡΟΝ 


he Kuzari for the layman 


classics, has SEVER BARURADY τ 
‘sane (The Kuzar: y Rabbi 

nppeared In Spanish, French, German 
Yehuda Halovi. Eire med and English translations, The He- |.BYZANTIUSI 
Arable, with vowelling, pune- pew reader wos bound to a cum- 
tuation, annotations and an in- ersome Medieval {dlom, in both vo- 
troduction by Yehuda Even- eabulary and syntax, Jong discarded 
Shmuel (Kaufman). Tel Aviv, In Hebrew literature, As a reault, 


1.30. 


Reviewed by 
Gershon Winer 


the emergence of the Jewlsh na- Phrasing of the original text with stand but our own Identification. 


tional movement, which reaffirmed 
Halevi'a postulate on the centrality The Kuzarl speake in Ν 
of people-Innd-langunge In the sur- condition, zark Bp to us our sity. Is there meaning to Jewish psychology. Twentleth-century man 


vival and revival of Jewry. 


Medleval Jewish creativity, which “Guide” because today's perplexed (if any) in ithe family of mankind? and security. It helps him to under- 
flourished under Moslem rule, was Jew is no longer bothered by ques- To what extent is Israel the dom- 
bi-lingual: Hebrew for poetry and tions concerning God's Unity and inant factor in our faith and des- himself and his environment. In such 
jurisprudence, Arabic for philosophy. Incorporeality. Neither is te perturb- tiny? What js the relationship to a context, Ychudah Halevi becomes 
The four most significant contribu- ed by the problem of creation—whe- other religlons and what is unique 
tions In the realm of thought, each ther it proceeded from absolute no- ahout the Jews and Jewishness? other thinker of former ages. 
ἃ reformulation of the essence of thing or from primeval matter. The What is the function of prayer in our 
Judaism, were composed in Arabic. frequent anthropomorphic references Ilves? Does the experience of Juda- an for E 
Chronologiently these were Rabbi to God found in the Bible and ism add a new dimension to life really wasn't necessary for Even- 


In modern times, non-Hebrew read- 
ers have had an advantage over 
the Hebrew reader, as the Kuzari 


a ae 
ἫΝ 


ae Be 5 a 


πρὸ 


ς 


SEA OF NITAS (BLACK SEA) 


:TREBIZOND — 


JURZAN (GEORGIA) 
al 
wo -ὠ Ἂ 
L. VAN 
ADHARBAYJAN ἡ 
azeRRAnA | τ 


the profound and stirring book, 
which influenced, moved and reln- 
forced subsequent generations, re- 
mained highly revered and relative- 
ly Ilttle read, Rabbi Genizi's rendi- 
tlon into “converaational Hebrew” 
laid no claim to being a scientific 
tronslation but presented a para- identity that we seek to under- tual giants of the Medieval period, 
established the colossal structure 

The issues thatthe "Kuzari" raisea of theological philosophy, Yehuda 
touch us In ever increasing inten- Halevi spread the tent of religious 


BYZANTINE BMPIRE 


‘commentary interwoven, while de- 
leting escterle passages. 


88 it ao often did to thogs history and particularly to Jewish has replaced philosophy with psy- 
In the past, more than Maimonides’ suffering? What 18 our special place chology In his quest for identity 


stand and accept somewhat hoth 


relevant to a degree far beyond any 


Therefore, it seems to me that it 


“Doctrines and Be- Talmud do not really detract from and the individual's capacity for Shmuel to reject the contention of 


llefs," Rabbit Buhya Ibn Pakuda's his faith, The nature of God's at- fathoming Ita joys and meaning? é 
“putes of the Heart,” the “Kuzarl” tributes fa hardly the object of bis Such depth-items, taken up by the teria. phflonenny. an ine ee of 
‘Three jenerations mental curlosity, Similarly, the va- "Kuzari," speak to the modern aac oa Sareea ie tke mad 
hon fumily trans- rious proofs for the existence of Jew, the discarded Madleval notions | ΒΙΠΊΟΒ τ ae ΣΕ αν, ancl 
nid other writings Into God are of no consequence to hia in science and paychology notwith- pec GTAGLON: “VE: - Ε 
if renting: in Ge 
terminology and linguistic purports to solve we now assign to tention both In the answers proposed fevl, Even-Shnwel attributes to him ‘ 
structure whieh 


Jewish scholars who designate Ha- 


provens the thinking. Much of what the "Guide" standing. They command our at- full philosophical stature for Ha- 


Rulieval Hebrew seicnce, the history of philosophy and in the questions posed. Malmo- Se of pure reoson to a no lesser 


PERUSH AL SEFER YESHAYAHU 
Commentary to the Book of Isalah by Shmuel David Lusgato. | 
fel Aviv, Dvir. £13 pp. we - : : 


Reviewed by Michael Fox 


wherons the lext of the other books 
was not δὲν aerupulously prenorved. 
(in this he foreshadowed several 
modern Tarael! acholars of traditional 
heat who are eongervallye in ἼΟΙΓ 
appronch to the 
critical in dealing with the Prophets 
ΤῈ (or all that he waa instru. “πῇ Writings.) 
bridging the gap between 
Jewish scholarship and 
Bion . He was the first 
pet Scholar to use the tech- 
modern philology in Bibli- 


SHaDaL maintained the unity of 
Isainh (except for 19 verses}, but dieval in origin. He was appointed 
he broke with the traditional belief professor at the rabbinical college 
that Solomon wrote Ecclestastes; he 
dated it to Second Temple times. 
: made uge of con- This unusual combinution of tra- 
Gentile scholarship, αἱ. ditional and modern wan highly history, Targumic (Aramaic trans- 
fruitful, but it brouynt ila er 
conflicts on all aldes. In spite 
his hostility toward modero ration- eral works of Medieval Jewish liter- 
atlstle scholarship, he 
biical hooks outside among the founders of the Wissen- 
xchaft des Judenttms 
en ..,....--.------:: 


of thy Arat-Zien Confit 


BATTLEGROUND 


botk, which Da: 3 uri should have reed 
thete television arth vid Frost and Dr 2faseuuri #1 


the top heavy edifice of Aral 
“Jewlah Observer" — (London) 


Eliezer Livnch “Ha'aretz” 


againt error, eontury Germany. 


Tora 


HE JERUSALEM POST 


: " Y _ degree than other philosophers and 
or other disciplines. it is not God's nides, together with other intellec: explains the prevalling notion a8 a 


misunderstanding of the Kuzar!'s ter- 


e than), meaning “the Lord has minclogy. For modern man, HEiven- 
9 given,” She'ar Yashuv, meaning “a Shmuel's proof might be convinc- 
a a f ῷ Sal remnant will return,” and Ma Pa’al ing but it !snonc the lesa superfluous 


ΕἸ, meaning “what hath God for the common reader. The spt- 
wrought!" (Numbers 23:23: SHaDaL rited exchange between King and 
takes this as ἃ designation of Rabbi, charged with emotion, purified 
Israel). Slmuarly, the long title In by poetic vision, insplred by love 
Tsafah 9:5 [5 indeed a name given to of God and mon, possesses a tlmc- 
Hezekiah; however, it ia not meant liness and polgnancy far above pure 
to describe him, but to make a philogophical speculations. 

statement about God, just os She’ar 


Yashuvy (Isaiah 7:3, 10:21) is not 
| mnenut to describe Isaiah's son, but Israel in the medium of the 1970s 


a historical event. is a monumental services and 


4 ἢ t . achievement. Tt war expedited lwo 
‘yorn was Judaism) that flourished in 10th- ine scien is, ge tear former association of Hlven-Shmuel. 


: ts ~ In 1918, he was the founder and 
SiaDaL’s father was ἃ scholarly terpretation: “The Mighty God first denn of the Jewish Teachers 
᾿ the Hternal Father and Prince of Semin! Ἢ People's Univeralty In 
carpenter In Trieste. Although Pov- Banca — plans wonder” pele Sor ary aaa ron εἶ Dalveray 
Hie gira CE er hie yoretz). By giving eat ae to tnbllshed. at thia rehool hy a patron 
te: eee Hezokiah, Isalah ia hinth hat sen : yn De 
hrilliance in scholarahip, At the ag8 Gog plana to do a conavoue thing or ve bre UF 1. ᾿ΒΕΒΟΙΣΙ ΚΟ of 
of nine he wrote his first Hebrew to Iaract in the relgn of the new- δ πο των " in mene ¥ of i oe 
poem and thought of writing & porn prince. πρὸ: ἢ, ἊΝ ΠΕ a poe ν δὴ 
commentary to Job. At 13 he ΓΤ Σ ‘Although I would still prefer the te residanta Fund. Ὁ le 
to the radical conclusion that the pogician Library this interpretation Shazar. 
vowel points and accenta were Me- of Ἰπρίβῃ 9:6 does show SHaDaL'a Dr. Winer, former Dean af 
ability to take a conservative ap- Heraliye-Jewish Tearhers Semt- 
prosch to exegesis and yet offer nary in New York, ia onthor of 
orlginal suggestions based on care- “The Founding Fathers of 18- 
ful philology. reel.” 


wPyy nb by wITD 


To bring the message of Halevi 


but more 


of Padua in 1829, where he spent 
his Hfe. He wrote more than 30 
books and 300 articles on philosophy, 


lations of the Bible) studies, Biblical 
exegesis and more, and edited aev- 


jg counted ature. 
He was quite aware of his own 
worth, He professed modesty, but 
could not bear criticiam. He wrote 
a friend that his interpretation of 
Ysaleh 9:8 [8 worth more than all 
the manuscripts In the Bodlelan 


(aelence of 


Instltute for Advanced Studies, 


istry of Edueallon and Culture 
“πὸ Halfa, P.O.B. 4131. Tel. ality, 8118} 


Tenohers' Training Depariment 


Library. So let us look at his In- REGISTRATION τῷ CONTINUING ; 
terpretation of that verse as an Ξ 
par ak republlahed com- ll 6, the School of Education and Teacher Training ἃ 
wine, verae es Gorn, to tH 5 1973/74 


son ja given; and the government 
wil be upon his shoulder, and his ‘Trends — 


name vl eee Got berate ‘echnical and Generu! Arts e Administration and Bookkeeping 
Sereaping ot ‘base γι 55:2 ; Nuteltion and Domestie Science 6 aarisieteeey and Secretarial 
‘ather, ἢ Im 
ehild whose birth fs δ 
με: King of 18. ὁ Typing 


“Εἰ 


REGISTRATION WILL BE OLOSED ON MAY 16, 1873. 
Detalls and registration at the Institute for Advanced Studies, ᾿ 
12 Rehov Hanna Senesh, P.O.B. 4131, Haifa, Tel. 91479, 81730, 1 
10 8.πι|.- p.m, Sunday-Thursday: and 5.30-7.30 p.m. on Sundays. aS 
Buses 12, 21, 28, 37, 38. 


rejecting his 

SHaDaL offers 

tion: ‘i 
There are many Dames in e 
Bihle that are camplete sentences in 
themuielvex, such as Yehonatan (Jone- 


MAGAZINE — LITERARY PAGE 


AA personal tribute to Haim Hazaz ὃν I.M. Lask 


He brought colour into Hebrew 


“THANK Heavens," said the late ed in “fhe Menorah Journal” about and sald: “I have come here for 

Soul Adier to my father onhis a year later.) one reason only — to tell you this: 
return from one of his medical re- Then there were the days weapent When 'Yalsh’ appeared I asked my 
search missions, “We have a together in Parla on my way to Yemenite friends — tell me, is that 
first-class Hebrew humorlat at Inst. Eretz Yisrael in 1930, At the time, how life was In Yemen? And they 
Have you come across him? His Hazaz sported the really impressive told me one and all — yes, it was 
name's Haim Hazaz." (Hozaz dled black beard which he took off some exactly as he describes it." Hazaz 
In Jerusalem on II Adar 20 — 16 years later; and though he In- had not lost ‘his capacity for pro- 
March 24.) sisted that he knew no English jection and extrapolation over the 

Theat was In Summer, 1929, and he put his finger unerringly on years, 

Adler was astonished to learn that every passage that had perplexed 


Hazaz and I had been correspond- mc in translation. He showed me ΠΝ there are the many sections 


ing for several months, and that I some of the sights and introduced 
had already translated one of his me to the younger Hebrew and 
more unusual stories. They met at Yiddish writers and Jewish artists 
my wedding in Jerusalem some who were setting up thelr own 


of “Yaish” describing the heavenly 
visions, travela and travalls of the 
hero, all logically yet unexpectedly 
deriving from pre-Kabballat Hebrew 
sources; alt imbued with a touch- 


his final yenurs, 

His was a rigorous approach to 
the world, πὶ world that became al- 
most exclusively Jewish for him 
following his experiences during the 
Bolshevik Revolutlon and after. The 
time will come when ‘historians 
will learn a great deal by com- 
paring his storles of the revotution- 
ary years and the corrosion and 
collapse of the Jewlsh xhtet?. Hazaz 
came to comprehend Revolution as 
a potentially if not wlways active- 
ly pervasive aspect of socicty, and 
was tho first to deseribe a major 
Messianic movement in those terms. 


a a τ τ τ Ce Pe ae 


Margaret Drabble 
aquires authority 


"THE NERDLE'S HYE by Margaret Drabble. London, Weiden- . 
feld and Nicolson. 368 Ὁ ΑΥ͂ΑΣ 


Reviewed | by Aviva Even-Paz.; τὸς: 


A humorist 
who cares 


the. Hebrow by. Yohatsin Goldman.iN-¥., Athenaoum. 292 pp. 


ΓΙ 9 
Reviewed by Miriam Arad " : 


‘I LIKE it here precisely because 
it Is dull and because I can 
— oh, I don’t know, clean my own 
shoes nud worry about the electri- 
city bili and look after my own 
children and collest thom from 


} f thi days we rang w tions of our ministate were 
cnmiony cad vot the taby. planned for 500,000 Inhabitants, 


school and take an interest in Cheap 
Offers in the shops. Oh 1 know ᾿ 


like I do, they think I'm playing, | 


people think It's not real, they think ;. 
It's nonsense for me to sit here :. 


y ld we talk half of them rabbis, while today 
oe 2 ΓΝ pete we number... three million souls 
“He's out." «.. Our cities’ streets were lald 


Since we sensed an urgent desire out for lively bicycle traffic, the 


pete later and pesame firm frlends. colony at the time. 
n due course, the writer und the He arrived In Hretz Yisrael a 
Ι Professor were to he nelghbours in year Inter and we took up where atom ti much pays εν Part but Nazis were lfted to power; and 
| Rehov Hovevei Zion. we had left off. agi humbar:does. he felt that whatever was brought *#thors when the hour came hy 
A series of memorlea and scenes — Looking back, my mind rests on At all tlmes and in all he wrote to Eretz Yisrael was saved for Jew. Search he made it his busy 
fill my mind and heart. There was finding him studying Arable tomes. he remalned the word-painter, If ty. I suppose fhe Knew that the ™ect menvbers of the Hagam in 
that first transistion, “Bridegroom In due course those studies were anyone ‘hag brought colour as such calamity, the tragedy of all Revolu- Ζ 581 Leumi and Lohame ἢ 
of Blood," which President Shazur to hear fruit in lis long novel into Hebrew it was Hazoz. This in tion lies in the fact that it inevit- Yisrael (the Storn Group); τῳ 
described many years ago og “a “Ya'lsh.” describing the life of the addition to hls introduction of the ably supplants the socially respon- “¥@ course he wrote his 
hamaln in the brain.” There wuethe Jews of Sana'a in the High Yemen, whole vast gamut of Hebrew, Ara- alble groups with others constitut- “had” (In One Noose, a 
letter from Φ, 5. Eliot explaining Tho first part appeared aa a serial male, post-Talmudic terminology, ing at best the “non-commissioned &4 &¢count of the two boys wto 
᾿ that he could not publish It in “The In the Hebrew  Ilterary monthly Yiddish and Arable, into his voca. officers” of society. He certainly ‘emselves up in 8 Jeruukn 
\ Criterion" (then the leading literary ‘“Moznayim” under the pen-name bulary whenever it suited him, in knew the verse in Proverbs about 2° Tather than allow the Ba 


uw — ports for motorbuats, and Lod 
"the Avengers" : e"The ” boyfriend? Airport for, the Halfa-Tel Aviv 4 
4 wK. express in. 7 
jou ae erlang: when, Borie And as for "Wise Guy, Solomon’ 
“Tomorrow.” — enjoy yourself! 
Could we leave a message? e_ 
oyu?" 5 ‘ 
Upon witich wind invitation we Kiav and Saladin 
gave her our phone number for 
Mr. K. to call us back, which he τὸ the Jerusalem Post Literary Editor 
did an hour later, informing us Sir, — The final paragraph of 
among other things that he had Moshe Kohn’s review of Samuel 
thad no intention whatever ofcom- Katz's book, "Battleground" (your 


ingly warm reverence in which For him the whole of the Diaspora 


HAI : 
had becn ablaze long before the eee 


they tell me everyone round here -_ 
is misorable and all the rest of It. is 
But they don’t know because {: 
they’ve never tried lt. I do know. 

I respond to such ee ΜΕΙ͂ΝΕ 1: 
GEBIRTIG Club in the world. Cut prices and sun- 

Poland recently held shine and bables in prams and talk- 9 

ing in the shops. 

pital nesting to mark the Tila is Rose Vassiliou talking, 
wiveeery of tthe death — the heroine of Margaret Drabble’s 
ods of the Germans — of latest novel, and this extract sums 


Grecow-hom canpenter by UP dts theme — ‘the necessity of 


1 tomorrow’ —- under- igsue of April 13) mates strange 
! journal in English) becauge it was Zechariah Uzall; and all the yo Ε plete disregard of the basically the carth trembling most to hang them. ys who ig the ordinary, avhich is so extraor= ing back " = pinder tse 
: twlee the maximum length his Yemenite intellectuals told thelr Mishnalc sub-structure which has slave become rule. pooh under s From about the middle 10% wd Yiddish folk-poet dinary nowadays. when all around standably, zz whom he had ting Daten IS 


quarterly could use, and a quarter- Ashkenazi and Sephardi friends: been customary since the days of 

: ly cannot publish stories In parta “You see, at last one of our boys Mendele Mocher Seforim.Ithaanot after his son Nahum was Killed in Hebrew Literature belng greta 
: Ans as a monthly or weellycan; but, is showing how it is where we made for easy reading, admittedly, action in 1948 when he sought to but insistently dmposed up ii 
i : @ assured me, that waa the only come from.” but he has been singularly reward- discover just what this elemental He accepted those dutles mith 
= ; reason, and would Tpleasesendhim Maybe 80 years later Hazaz re- ing to thosa Prepared to make the force was that enabled the young thelr Implications, but made tt 
any more of Hazaz's work which celved a Mterary prize. David Ben- effort; and he ‘steadily adapted him- men of Israel to reach out and re- business to ensure that they 

might put into Eingllah, (Itappear- Gurion appeared on the platform self to the living janguage during take possession of the land of their fered as little as possible with 


_ OF DOVES AND HAWKS ERS 22-2 


storles and movela. Plot 88 such 


pms for iis "ΕΒ Brennt” the drums are beating louder and το 
cor down js burning”). louder for women to break out of 
the speakers was the Polish thelr presumably thateful nests and 


Wlodek, et more involved in ‘dlfe.”' 
mes ano. ΗΘ Ξ Drubble's heroine casts a bitterly 


ὦ Getirtig’s works and oriticol gluuce at this whole point 
them into Polish. of view. But she Js not just de- 
fending the much derided or doubt- 
ful pleasures of being a nest build- 
er: belng heiress to a considerable of tho community. ‘The 
gum of money, she tias gone to uestions about the ‘ind 
great lengths to divest herself of ας of us lead, would tke to le 
nearly all of {t. Her Greek-born or pretend to lead. 

husband Christopher hos left her Rose [8 unusual because she has 


6. 
ἘΣ other hand: she had given Arie Eliav, ΜΚ. in his book “Bretz 
him our message, no? Hatzvi,” start out from “essentially 

Nu? the =e honest read a ne 
5 later, en- torical facts’ yet come to 
ae oe Teal tk of flat- conclusions about what Israel ought 
hunting, we went to dnspeet the to do about them. 
model apartment of a certain Kohn apparently has not read Mr. 
a building company, ae they had pilav's book carefully. The latter's i 
ook asks urged us to do dm thelr brochure. plea for the Arabs Is based on 
of 1|6 We were met on ‘the site by an precisely those propaganda myths 
ad amiable foreman who informed us which Katz gets out to demolish. 
that the model was locked. To give but one example: Jeruss 
Had he no key? Jem, on which you publish an ex- 
No. tract from Katz's book. The facta 


There were the months and yearg found the duties of Spokunn @ 


of secondary interest to him 
was a very broad canvas, ad 
was concerned with the devély 


—— occasionally the degenerstin 
of the human being as mh 


‘HE translation of the beautiful which carpet the earth at this b the “voice of the t - Μ 
description of spring in the season of the year. Even if one the cooing of the lactis ares ie ve 


MIASAF PUBLISHING 


δ he 1 he is clearly ἃ by dolng x 
Iways rigorous and because the ‘thinks ΒΕ given up appearances and by ad? assembled there, though they may 
Song of Songs which I gave in my regards it as longin to flora, is only after the enumeration of Concerned, is also to be found in ie a remorseless inevitebilliy ΑΝ mad to persist in ving io 5 ΤΣ so deeply affects nearly pba bra woos gurprise many Jaymen, are well 
last article is that of the King an alternative translation is pos- these two winged fauna that the CODJunction in that book which good or evil in the evolution oi’ Te Aviv, P.O.B. 4810 nelghbourhood and sending with whom she comes tn contact. 


he cowd get known to acholars. The quotation 
from Christopher Sykes’ article tella 
the whole story. But Mr. Eliav has 
apparently swallowed ἃ great part 
of the version of the modern Arab 


; James’ Bibie, the so-called Autho- sible. Noga Ha-Reuveni maintains flora, the and the vi has been chosen to be read on characters, His J 8. trie 

: rized Version. The exact render- that it refers to a specific flower, mentioned. On this basis, he main. the Festival of our freedom. No of Tarnel, has a Vision of Je 
ing of some of the words, and the nurit, aurenculus, and tains that the nitcanim elso be- Oe can deny that both are vocal jexiie down tho ages, beng 14 
: 8 φεδ ηπεϑείδη of the fora and that its name is actually due to long to the world of fauna, and today! seeuted beyond measure In the 
sung in it, however, is not ab- the fact that it appears during indeed of winged fauna, and that ,,Pethaps it is not for nothing of someone; ‘but who that sm 

; πὸ ntely contain se giternative Ee moun of Nisan, aisan and it is a form of netz, the hawk. Het ine SF rq ithoritics maintain js, he cnunot ace. 

i : πὶ ann In 44, 

Ld i regard to one word in that that it Teste meee as and Tf this attractive explanation palo” actually ἐπ ΤΡῊΣ Maybe others can alresty ὲ 

: passage affords another interest. wer of Nica can be accepted, the combination and whether the historle terrilasy to snes Haim Hazex, hil τ 

ing example of the possible trans- A -friend of mine, hh of hawks and doves, applied now- of the Land of Isracl will be 7d influence. For me it is fat 

fer of words from the world of anaten Meat! τ fieowed aie adays to the maximalists and the pruned or not depends upon which «arly. 1 can only see the mono 

llora to that of fauna, to which T scholar, polnts out thet τ εἰς minimalists insofar as the future of those two voicos will preyail! forty years during which ot 

have had occasion to refer in the παν, are flowers, then the of the administered territories is L.1. RABINOWITZ were interwoven or ran paral 


: eFORESIOE |THE IDEAL GIFT BOOK 


The word xitzanim is gener- place. The nitzantm ore followe 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOSES 


ally regarded as a generic word y. “the singing of the birds,” 
JUST OUT! Moshe Pearlman's new book % et 


‘Then erheps 
ματος chldten wee than medioere, ct Rosstroraelt (and Drabble dows gic 0 gtre it to hin? 
He . 7 - her dronie per 1 ay 

Yot this achout centaing _ tance world here) 8 uncertain often No, Rags was = ay. eee 
Lindley, a real peeion: ΠΝ unhappy and convinced stor Bes oh. fa an hour or so maybe. 
symbul of what Rose le ἢ of her own weakness and in propagandists in thelr effort to pro- 
for: “Lavoly Mis Liniey cabs quacy. While she blames ater Too true Pree niatorleal" brals for thete 
dling nerowy the aaliag ‘that depriving her children k ie- Claims. Mr, Ellav follows their lea 
ground to that ἘΝ ΈΒΕΙ _ fauher Rvho cannot ceally mae sine ee pares cantare oe Sera aki τ Uns moat elena 

inn! F TA ἔ , : ae 
τὰ hee md ΠΣ He ber wns. ror akagp ly gr hore “of the fact that we live in a Kishonesque tary facts. For exumple, tin dex 


Ἵ eribes both Saladin, the Kurd, und 
ὁ her su forever stride, life she ts pudnfully building with world, and that if anyone thinks Sulcimun the Magnificent —- an 


ge 2 ᾿ -- 1, he 

WORDS, 1 them. ‘Gccattse thelr, eather wants ite εὐδξ οί δα ὙΠ: then Only Ottoman Turk ae Ss 

to reguin custody : t frustration ‘into a frolic. 8. ther J 

REARIN Ἵ Ἢ Ν ow a lawyer, Simon, to ‘turn τ fact that while Ια provides ehap- ᾿ 
iG, READING, bee eee ὴ Rose gee te seals to hold on Because, however wildly improbable ter and vere for the Inquiring reud- 

WRITING with Αἰ ΜΉ Το, beeause she fs, io aaa sorL of integrity, parti- aro the things that happen τ nln er, Mr. Eliny mnkes sweoping atate- 

j hers she walks, towards thnt culurly with regard to a trade union sooner or deter they may happ μὴν ὑηβ RELL reiraiaa. trom: cdlteed 

ΙΕ ΤΠ help you to do πο, ever-walting classraum. es οὶ case in which he is hice (al- ton πὸ ΤΙΝ about tt where w 

" locs ποῖ, ΟἹ coun’ ἢ 

at better bookshopa in aes ΤΗΝ εὐλυῶν ; ge ioe of the children, don’t, {t ds not only because thal 

| τὲ Hebtew bookstores in 

em York and London, 


HIGH TIME TO 
LEARN HEBREW 
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laathor of “Elef Milim’*) 


WUSAND HEBRIEW 


8 quotation, from footnotes and from 
t any other ald for checking his facts? 
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is ‘his profession, ‘but also because Tel Avi 

At last the author seems to have 200, and Ohristopher reunite, Rose moat of us Te ν. ᾿ 
broken out of the somewhat stifling Vocving thot the fight for fher pri- he oe chek han thea: eat country. Moshe Kohn replies 
atmosphere of some of her Pre γαὶρ etendards will be harder than shout what happensin this country. OS® ὍΘΗΝ ΣΦΙ} ΕΒ and 
vious work that at times approa- γον, vat eeeing mo other way. Therefore ee > nye retirees band 
ched closet drama. Her writing ho® “ne book ἐς timely in a society ἐν παν ou a) aim. will show me. where. Mr. Bllay 
artarieaiecragind Sess: conan τ τρεῖς angle cultien Cen from she mace that describes Saiadin and Suleiman as 
wating the perwaal ‘fe and the lite se dae Mneed oot agree with in thelr time, all tho installa- Arabe. 
_the_persone! δξθ δῇς τς -ς ὃ 


The dustjacket is good 


applicable to ali the wild flowers (or of the nightingale) and then 
Superb photographs taken especially for 


this volume illustrate the setting for this 
moving and remarkable s 


t. 
pable that she therself canno! 
τὰ all the answers, ‘but it is good. 
she has Talsed the qpiestions. 
* 4 ¥ 

GARRET Drabble, author of 
‘THe WATERFALL (N.Y.New 
American , 244 pp. 
$0.95), ta a prolific and skilful Bat: 
ish writer. She paints her ceraet ere 

broad strokes 
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iy 

focuses on one set of NDITIONALLY recommend “SHp on a Fat Lady,” I hereby ex- 
then ingeniously shifts J τε geeunexet as the highlight tend my sympathy to him and join 
wlew to reveal te of this book. Here credit must go him in the last Jaugh which has to 
rum of human pots the to Lawrence Ratzkin for the jacket be on the reader for buying the 

ts. She howling a Mona Lisa por- book. 

a the design 5 id ti is laz 
f her characters, but lets und of ἃ pin- Moorman, the character, Ys 
pala slowly discover ier secret tral bophranigers shi oe Ῥίαν cowardly, ‘nainere isreaponae 
Vhot SDP laces (eyes, 1,000; miserable, Incpt au - 
In one chapter, or even on ont PLE See 400,000. mack). centred. His fantasies are not al. 
proves ‘eae well, you know that old cliche waya distinguiahable from his ex- me. 
than wisps of subjective spate about book covers... Our anti-hero, perlences. He's not much un ae é 3 
with truth. sxe Watertal in fact Gorden Moorman, ceatral and most read about, and 1 don't Hoa im E Σ 
called Diag Sore τη τε μραῖ digmal character in this so-called ae least uit funny. Nee us a 
suspicious akin to is posa 

ot this definition. Love end its ela patel eam gore 18 look- could exist in the real world. (The 
porate labyrinth are expllctity Pre ing jocularly back at a period in characterization 18 vivid ymnoweho 
sented for both sexes without ea! his Hfe which resembles anything But who would care? Moorman, 
oeation OF apOlOY:  szanow of the four months described in most of all, and maybe his Mummy. 
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BNE Brak, ancient home of 
Rabbis as we read In the Ha- 
gada, is today in a state of spi- 


ritual sicge, Hemmed in between 


okbestablished Petah ‘Fikva, am- . 
bitivus Ramat Gan, and expanding 
Givatayim, Bnei Brak is strug- 
fling ἰὼ preserve iis status as 
Israel's only purely orthodox Jew- . 


ish tawnship. Moreover, it — is 
threutened by the spectre of a 


Ureater Tel Aviv Municipality - 


which might put an end to this 
nspiration. ᾿ 


The outside world is already = 


eneroaching on Bnei Brak in the 
form of Histadrut-sponsored hous- 
ing estates. Across the Tel Aviv- 
Petah Tikva highway, in the sub- 
urb popularly called Pardess Katz, 
one may drive a car on Shab- 


Pld 
bat without interference. But, καὶ 


woe betide the motorist on the 
southern side of the main road if 
he tries to drive through the 
leisurely crowds that 1 the 
streets on Shabbat. 


The 20 pioneer families who 


settled on this little hill nearly 


50 years ago wanted to re-create δ 


the life they had known from 


childhood in Poland, which to- 


their minds constituted the na- 
tural or perhaps the only way 
to live as Jews. They felt they 
were entitled to have a synagogue, 
a kosher buicher and tranquil 
festivals. For a livelihood they 
worked on road-making or in 
textile workshops, or established 
small dairy farms. 


Today Bnei Brak has 80,000 in- 
habitants and 400 industrial en- 
terprises, some of them large- 
scale undertakings such as Coca 
Cola, Froumine biscuits, Osem 


noodles and the Dubek cigarette 
factory. . 


Petrol and tobacco 


Dubek is a landmark on Rabbi " 


Akiva Street, the township's main 
thoroughfare. It exudes a faint 
scent of tobacco which, nowadays 
is quickly swallowed up ἔπ the 
petrol fumes of traffic, By mo- 
dern standards of town planning 
Rabbi Akiva Street is narrow for 
a main street. A parked car im- 
mediately creates a bottleneck. 
But drivers are patient, This is 
Bnei Brak, where the rules of 
earthly traffic organizers need 
not be taken at thelr face value. 


Alongside the Dubek factory is 
a large, unfinished structure in 
grey brick, obviously a synagogue 
whose builders ran short of funds. 
According to a youn bearded 
passer-by in a shin Diack caf- 
tan, the National Religious Party 
built it in order to impose Its 
influence on the town. 


“They can't, of course, They 
don’t represent the town. The 
people incline much more towards 
ppudat Yisrae] or Poalei Agudat 
Yisrael, you see,” 


Yitzhak Gerstenkorn, the found- 
er and first mayor of Bnet Brak, 
* was an Agndat Yisrael man. The 
Present mayor, Mr, Yisrael Gott- 
Leb, however, belongs to: the NEP, 
though his party controls onl: 
four seats in the 15-man munt- 
cipal council, while the Orthodox 
List δὲ the ‘Ultras has six. Mr. 
Gottlieb denles that there is 
any inter-party tension in hig 


" “We have learned to respect 
each other's views," he says. “It is 
true that this mutual acceptance 
a not eae hapten some 
patniul incidents, but they are 
thing of the past.” Sede 


The special character of Bnei 
Brak today is set not by the 
community leaders but by the 
400 synagogues and yeshivol seat- 
tered over the town. All’ com. 
munities are represented on. Bnei 
Brak's religious mep. The, non-: 
Ashkenazim account for almost -. 
410 per cent of the population, 
with the Bavlim (as the immi- 
grants from Iraq are generally 
called) the biggest group in that: 
tategory. But there are also con: 
srepations from Yemen, Egypt, . 
Tunisia, Algeria and -Morocco, 
The Persian Meshed community 
has 2 beautiful synagogue, paint« 
ed ght blue on ἐπα. outside, . 
which is hidden from thé main ἡ 


was a centre # of Rabbi 
᾿ truction of 

the Temple. The ck, sy 

they established «6 : 

NAME WAS hyeson δ 


beh α thriving in- 
on best as a seat of 
ie describes what is 


: ed dustrial Centre, By, 
= Tora study, ΠῚ, 


able. You cannat go through Bnet 
Brak without meeting scores of 
theso young men in hinck caf- 
{ans and wide-brimmed hats, their 
tsitsiat (fringes) angling from 
under thelr shirls. Says Rabbi 
Leitner, a native of Germany with 
‘a spell of Brooklyn exporience, 
“The yorhiva is_ the universily 
of Uhe Orthodox Jew.” 


ἘᾺΝ κα 


POWERING over ne nak. 
' physically and morally, δι 
the προ μονοζ and the Wlznitzer 
yeshivot. Roth were established 
after the Sceond World War by 
leading figures in Orthodox Jew- 
ry who, having survived the Ho- 
locaust, resolved to rekindlo the 
light of religious learning in the 
. Holy Land. They chose Bnel Brak 
ἣ both for its Orthodox traditions 
᾿ and heeause there were large open 

spaces available for development. 

But while Rabbi Haim Meir Ha- 

ger established a typical Buko- 

vina Hassidie court to preserve 
i the Wiznitzer myatic tradition, 
ἴω thelr followers in Rabbi Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman 
transplanted the apirit and orga- 
nization of the implacable Lit- 
vak logic. 

The -Wiznitzer Estate is domi- 
nated by the yeshiva — a spa- 
cious building that looks rather 
Ὁ on it from all parts of like an early Victorian railway : 8- 
mi tany come from ton. There are smaller build ngs 
A most students live on the hill, housing a Talmu 
gertories of the bigger Torn, a kindergarten. officcs, 
(ἃ the. 


Le Pees oe eal of a univer- 
7 ans ἢ ἢ . Thousands of pupils 


Impact of their pres- small synagogues, dormitories for 
town is consider- (Continued on page 22) 


9 bottom: Already at the Pen- "Ὁ 
é Mishna will not be far ahead; 
nts of Bnei Brak pay seant re- 
they wer SEA he eae 
ΜΈΝΩΝ ss a ving n. a 


a I tramp 85 
ρα. on a bench outside the “Great 
yo The newapaper is “Hamodia,” 


htt: May or: Tirael Gottlish, be- “ 
Photograph of the town’s founder’ 
hen Rabb! Yitzhek Gersten- 
At: left ts of Chief Rabbi. 


The gates of pain 


By MACABEE DEAN 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
ALMosT any damage to the hu- 
man body “hurts” — this js 
one of the oldest known facts of 
life; it is also one of .the least 
understood. 

The 20th Batsheva Seminar, just 
ended, dealt with “Pain — Mechan- 
isms and Therapy.” It brought 
together a small prow of leading 
scientists from abroad, and their 
Israeli colleagues, to discuss the 
various faces of pain. Sponsored 
by the Batsheva de Rothschild 

‘oundation for the Advancement 
: of Science in Teracl, the two-week 
meeting opened in Mivtahim, the 
Histadrut rest-home in Ziehron 
Ya'acov, and continued at the Van 
Leer Institute in Jerusalem. 

The chief organizer was Profes- 
sor Patrick D. Wall, of University 
College, London (who is plannin, 
to set up a “pain laboratory” a 

. : the Hebrew University in Jerusa- 
‘ , Jem in cooperation with local 
: scientists); Prof. Ronald Melzack 

of McGill University, Canada; 

Prof. William Noordenbos, of Am- 


National Hospital, London, and Subjects discussed during the 
Aldo P. Truant, of the Pennwalt recent seminar on pain included 
Corporation, New York. In Israel, the "pleasures of pain” (masoch- 
they were joined by Professors A. iam), as well as “painless child- 


Beller and F. Bergmann, of the birth.” 


Hebrew University-Hadassah Me- Asone rticlpant reported: The 
dieal School: Dre) ἘΝ L. Edelstein mother, after she had given birth, 


and A. Magora, of Hadassah Ho- informed the doctor who 


spital; Dr. R. Werman, of the He- taught her “painless childbirth” 
brew University; and Mrs. Shula- that it indeed had been painless. 


‘mith Gundera, of Bar-Ilan, ‘Later, ΠΩ told her friends it “hurt 
e hell,’ 
Open argument “Why,” she was asked, “did you 


tell the doctor it was painless?” 

Unlike the usual scientific con- “Oh,” the new mother said, 
ferences, with their lengthy, highly was such a pleasant doctor and he 
leeply in his methods, 

ed question-time, the Batsheva se- that I didn’t want to cause him 


technical papers and strictly limit- believed so 


minars are small, informal affairs. any pain.” 
Papers are rarely read, and the Nowadays, no discussion of 


lecturer is frequently stopped and would be complete without refer- 
asked toclarify points. His theo- ence to acupuncture, the ancient 
ries are openly contested, or the Chinese method of relieving pain by 
the argument, and the vrecture™ picking Leta = deat or apoE 
becomes a free-for-all discussion. cena ποδὶ ia ted moe 

Care is taken to select subjects lines when it was used on newe- 
which can help Israel's scientific Paperman James Reston to relieve 


experience of others is thrown into 


growth, and some of the topics Post-appendectomy pain (the 
lealt with in the past have includ- ration itself wag done in the 


‘ed Health Administration and western manner with the 


sterdam; and Professors John H. -Health Economics, Marine Micro- western drugs). 


; Bonica, University of Washin 
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had 


“he 


pain 


ope- 
best wall, who are co-authors of the 


Today, adds Μοῖσα ἢ 
best “gate control” theory of pain. ines. a | 


hinese boost acy 
“It does relieve pain — but it's ing the patient 8 mild a 
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